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Covid is killing more than 2,000 people a 

day in the US as infections and 

hospitalizations hit records

December is the deadliest 
month in the US since the 
coronavirus pandemic began
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"Results of this study confirm that hospital curtains, most notably the edge, 
are contaminated with pathogens, and that these areas are frequently 
touched by health care workers in between hand hygiene." 
American Journal of Infection control:  https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0196655320301966

Coronavirus can also spread from contact with infected surfaces or 
objects.  A person can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object 
that has the virus on it and then touching their own mouth, nose, or 
possibly their eyes.
https://www.health.harvard.edu/diseases-and-conditions/preventing-the-spread-of-the-coronavirus



Can you see a problem?

An example of a typical doctor's visit.

CLEAN HANDS TOUCHES CURTAIN TOUCHES PATIENT TOUCHES CURTAIN



What about
the curtains?
Jeffrey L. Veale, M.D.
Professor and Director
Kidney Transplant Exchange Program
UCLA Health 



The impact...

● Annually, approximately 2 million patients suffer 
from hospital acquired infections in the USA and 
nearly 90,000 are estimated to die.

- Economic Burden of healthcare-associated infections: an American 
Perspective | Patricia Stone 2009 Oct: 9(5)

● The overall cost of hospital acquired infections is 
approximately $45 billion annually.

- Economic Burden of healthcare-associated infections: an American 
Perspective | Patricia Stone 2009 Oct: 9(5)



It’s not just 
COVID...

● In a study out of Cleveland, Ohio Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center it was reported that 42% of hospital 
privacy curtains were contaminated with VRE, 22% 
with Staph, and 4% with C. difficile.  

○ Hand imprint cultures demonstrated these 
pathogens were easily acquired on hands.

○ Hospital curtains are a potential source for 
dissemination of pathogens.

-  Infect Control Hosp Epidemiol. 2008

● After 2 weeks, 62.5% of freshly hung curtains in a 
burn/plastic ward had pathogens.

○ 12.5% had MRSA

- Economic Burden of healthcare-associated infections: an 
American Perspective | Patricia Stone 2009 Oct: 9(5)



This is a local problem. . . 

While travelling to multiple hospitals throughout Southern California, 
over the last six months, Dr. Veale performed organ recoveries and visited 

over a dozen ICU’s and emergency rooms.



. . . a national problem

CaliforniaIllinois New York

. . . and a global problem

EgyptIran China



The curtains are rarely 
changed … 

● For a 400 bed hospital,  cleaning curtains costs 
approximately $25,000

● Replacing curtains is approximately $250,000

● Changing the curtains is very labor intensive

● Hospitals set their own policy and commonly change 
only once or twice a year



The solution...



● Protects the hands
● Affixes magnetically to any type of curtain
● Can be easily cleaned between patients
● Easily removed for deep cleaning

A focal touchpoint handle that

CLOSING CURTAIN OPENING CURTAIN



The benefits

Protects patients and the professionals who 
care for them

Inexpensive solution

Prevents damage to curtains from frequent 
touching





Dispenser and Protective Paper
● Offered as an installation for 

added protection

● Designed for use immediately 
after hand hygiene.



Learning from the past 
In 1846, Dr. Ignaz Semmelweis "the savior of mothers" 
introduced the concept of hand-washing.

● He reduced mortality of birthing mothers to <1%.

● Something so conceptually basic as 
hand-washing had a profound, everlasting result.



SafeHold Care’s 
mission statement:

"Our passion is 
protecting patients 

and the professionals 
who protect all of us"



Sold and Distributed by

Barb McLaughlin
26001 Pala | Mission Viejo, CA 92691

e.  bmclaughlin@smartsourcellc.com  | c. 617.519.9140 

mailto:mhenson@smartsourcellc.com

